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STUDENT HANDOUT: ANALYSING A LITERARY WORK 

 

TITLE

What information about the story do we get from the title?

STYLE

All the elements of the story make up the style, but to be more specific, look at the types of sentences, 
choice of words, imagery, symbols. Note how they work together to create the tone of the story.

WRITER'S PURPOSE

To entertain? Amus? Frighten? Challenge? 
Instruct? Question? Reveal?

Is it the writer's purpose that will shape all the 
other elements of the story? 

POINT OF VIEW

From whose point of view is the story told?

Does the point of view change?

What is the relationship between point of view 
and the writer's purpose?

SETTING

what are the three setting elements in the story?

Time, place, situation/social climate

How important is the setting?

To what extent is it described?
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STRUCTURE

Where does it begin? How 
does it develop?

Are thereany flashbacks? How 
soon after the climax/turning 
point does the ending come?

Does it reach a 
resolution/conclusion? What is 
the time frame? Is it unified?

PLOT/SITUATION

Is it a carefully plotted narrative, or does 
it work simply by suggestion? Is it about 

everyday events or science fiction?

Does it take a serious look on life? Or is 
it's purpose to entertain? Are the 

plots/actions authentic/believable?

MOOD/ATMOSPHERE

What mood is created? 
What elements suggest 

this mood?

What is the relationship 
between the mood/atmosphere 
and the writer's purpose/your 

reactions?

What particular language 
elements convey the mood? 

sentences/vocabulary...

CHARACTERS

How are they revealed to us? How far are 
they developed?

What are they like? What is their role in 
the story?

THEMES/IDEAS

What are they? How are they revealed?
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